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Course Title: World History
Instructor: Mr. Fellens
Room: 305
School Phone: (602) 467-6846
School e-mail: john.fellens@dvusd.org
http://fellensdvhs.yolasite.com
Course Description:

Our course will move from region to region exploring the cultural, political, economic, and social events throughout the globe.  We will be analyzing these events and their impact on both the past and present.  You will have the opportunity to work in a variety of learning situations--individually, in small groups, and as a large classroom.  Critical thinking skills, such as decision making, problem solving, and cause and effect will be emphasized. In order to be successful, you must take responsibility for your learning!
This course is aligned with the Arizona State Standards which include the Common Core State Standards.

Course Goals & Objectives:

By the time the students complete this course of study they will know or be able to:

· Demonstrate and understanding of family life, customs, and traditions of various cultures in the world.

· Use geographic skills and perspectives to explain the past, present, and future.

· Demonstrate an understanding of historical events in various regions of the world from the Greek and Roman cultures to the present.

· Develop study skills, group skills, organizational skills, and problem solving.
Course Materials:

Students will need a folder or notebook for the class to keep notebook activities in for the Semester notebook check.  Students should have paper and a pen / pencil at all times.

Classroom/Course Expectations:

· Always be respectful and considerate of other people’s feelings and rights.
· NO FOOD or DRINK IN THE CLASSROOM (except for bottle water)

· Please remove all hats, hoodies, or other head coverings as you enter the room.
· No swearing in the classroom.
· Always come to class prepared and ready to work.
· Please place all backpacks, purses, etc. under your desk while you are seated.
· Do NOT write on or scratch your desk.

· Return all materials to the proper location at the end of each class.

· Pick up all trash and put it in the trash can.
Consequences for not following the above guidelines may include any of the following:

· Parental contact

· Detention before or after school

· Referral to the conduct office

Electronic Devices:  Many students want to have the privilege of carrying electronic devices on campus. With that privilege comes the responsibility of ensuring that those items are not used on campus during class or on a bus. If students are found listening to music or texting in class or otherwise not fully engaged in learning, the device will be confiscated.  Misuse of electronic devices may result in disciplinary procedures in addition to the confiscation of the device.  
ID Card:  Student must visibly wear I.D. card at all times while on campus or at any school activity for the safety and security of all students.

Grading:
Grading Scale

A
90-100%

B
80-89%

C
70-79%

D
60-69%

F
0-59%

Semester Grade breakdown
Assessments
50%

Homework, Class work
40%

Semester Notebook
10%

District Final Exam




20% of your overall semester grade

Final course grades are computed as 80% equaling the coursework done throughout the semester and 20% equaling the final exam portion of the grade.

Assessments: Unit tests, quizzes, DBQs and, projects will be used as a means for assessment of course objectives.

Homework and Class work: Homework and class work will serve as a means to practice various lesson objectives.
Notebook:  All your notes, video questions / details, thinking maps, and other in class activities that are not collected as homework will be graded at the end of the semester when I collect notebooks.  Each individual activity must be finished in order to receive the points for that activity.  A checklist will be provided prior to the notebook check.

District Final Exam: Will be a two part final: Part 1 will be an essay style DBQ & Part 2 will be multiple choice based on common core skills.
Test Retakes:
Every student has the opportunity to retake tests given during the school year.  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule the re-take and must fill out a review sheet prior to the re-take. Re-take scores can max out at 75%, and the re-take score will be the one that goes into the grade book no matter if the re-take score is lower than the original score.
This retake policy does not apply to District or teacher created semester exams.

Attendance:

Regular attendance is required to pass.  Good attendance is perhaps the most important factor to academic success.  Parents or guardians will be notified when students has accumulated an excessive amount of absences.  If you are absent it is your responsibility to get make-up work or schedule a time to make up a missed exam.  Keep in mind that any missed work due to an unexcused absence will not be allowed to be made up
Make-up Policy:

Students who have an absence which is excused have one day for each day absent to turn in missed work.  Students who are marked unexcused will not receive credit for worked missed but will still receive feedback.  See the student handbook for more information regarding excused and unexcused absences.

An assignment which is considered a long-term project is due on the due date and time as stated when the long-term project was assigned.  Long-term projects may be turned in prior to the due date as well as parent/guardian may turn in at the front desk.

Late Work:   Late work for half credit is due by the Wednesday after the original due date.  This gives the students  Tuesday’s  SET period to finish work if they choose to do so.
Sweep:  Any student who is swept and wants credit for an assignment that is due must turn the work into me the BEFORE the start of the next class period.  It is the responsibility of the student to get any assigned material on the same day of the sweep and turned in on the assigned due date.


Make-up Exams:  Upon return from class after excused absences, a student has one school day for each excused absence to makeup the missed test.   Exams missed as a result of an unexcused absence will result in a zero.   You will need to schedule a time to make up the exam when the absence is excused.  Students will be expected to take a test or quiz if they miss the day before the test or quiz since it would have been posted for at least a week in advance.
Cheating:  Cases of cheating and plagiarism will be handled on an individual basis at the teacher's discretion in accordance with the DVHS student handbook. While there are many different ways to cheat or plagiarize, please be aware that activities such as sharing material, copying work, and posting information on a web site are considered cheating.  Those who give or receive answers will be held responsible for cheating.
Extra Credit: Students will have an opportunity to achieve up to 8% extra credit per semester through a variety of activities that will be discussed throughout each semester.

Cut or Tear at the dotted line and return to Mr. Fellens for points
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have received and read the course syllabus from Mr. Fellens for World History:

Class Period: ________
Student Signature: ____________________________________________________________
Print name: ____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________________________________
Print name: ____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian email:
____________________________________________________________
